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Show Summary

• The Yellow Wallpaper is a show that explores 
the significance and impact of post-partum 
depression. The main character, a woman 
suffering from post-partum depression, is placed 
in a highly ornate mansion for the summer in 
hopes that her depression, which was then seen 
by her husband as a hysterical tendency, will 
become less debilitating. 

• The wallpaper in the room becomes a major 
aspect of the story as the main character becomes 
obsessed the illogical and incomprehensible 
pattern. In a series of diary entries from the past, 
the main character begins to learn about the 
history of the house and the wallpaper as she 
spirals into a complete mental breakdown.



Concept Statement

• Because the director indicated in the initial design 

meeting that he did not want the audience to ever 

see the wallpaper itself, I wanted the set to reflect 

the idea that the audience is looking through a 

hole in the wall. Therefore, my design 

incorporated a proscenium design that gave the 

effect that the audience was looking at the back of 

the wall, or that the audience was inside the wall 

itself.

• The immensity of the windows and the curtains in 

the background emphasized the lack of power and 

helplessness that is felt by the main character 

throughout the show. 



Architectural Research

• Focus on architecture prominent within the United 

States between 1850 and 1900.

• Gaining Popularity in the mid to late 1800’s Italianate 

Architecture is inspired by villas of Italy, with the style 

being primarily defined by the use of oversized arched 

windows, decorative brackets, and wide cornices.

• These houses were typically two or three stories high 

with hip roofs, double hung windows, and curved 

window caps.

http://historicbuildingsct.com

https://jeffinjeffersontexas.wordpress.com

www.perfectweddingcollections.com



Additional Research 
Images

• Plaster and Lath – A process for 
building primarily interior walls 
used in the United States and 
Canada until the mid-20th

century

• Interior Design – Primarily 
simple furniture layout with a 
variety of floral and geometric 
patterns

• Window Design – Large arched 
windows that allow for a large 
amount of natural light in a space.

www.oldhouseguy.com/window-designs 

https://kurtstauss.wordpress.comhttp://www.nidahspa.com

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn

www.deepdemocracymovement.net



Engineering Challenges

• In order to accommodate these requirements, the windows and entire proscenium were built in a 
variety of different pieces that would allow for easy deconstruction, transportation, and assembly if 
necessary, with none of the pieces exceeding 8’x4’ with the exception of two of the truss pieces that 
could easily be attached to the top of a car if necessary.

• Because the show was being adjudicated to go to the National Thespian conference, 
the director requested that every part of the set break down into pieces that were no 
larger than 8’x4’x2’ in order to ensure that the entire set could travel with the show.



Final Designs - Proscenium



Final Designs - Windows



Completed Set



Thank You


